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ORIGIN EA-12

 

INFO  OCT-00  ARA-11  ADS-00  SPH-01  CIAE-00  DODE-00  PM-06

      H-01  INR-10  L-03  NSAE-00  NSC-05  PA-01  SP-02

      SS-15  ICA-11  IO-14  EUR-12  AID-05  EB-08  AGRE-00

      /117 R

 

DRAFTED BY EA/K:RGRICH:AG

APPROVED BY EA/K:RGRICH

ARA/CAR:JFCOOPER

                    ------------------022988  050945Z /16

R 042034Z OCT 79

FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL

AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN

AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN

AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN

AMEMBASSY KINGSTON

 

C O N F I D E N T I A L STATE 260541

 

E.O. 12065:    GDS 10/2/85 (RICH, ROBERT G.)

 

TAGS:   PEPR, KS, KN, XL

 

SUBJECT:   KOREAN RELATIONS IN THE CARIBBEAN

 

1.  CONFIDENTIAL, ENTIRE TEXT.

 

2.  DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL RO, CH'ANG-HUI (CHANG HUI RO)

OF THE AMERICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

(ROK) FOREIGN MINISTRY PASSED THROUGH WASHINGTON LAST WEEK

AFTER DISCUSSIONS IN BARBADOS.

 

3.  RO INFORMED US THAT THE ROK WILL SOON APPOINT A RESIDENT

AMBASSADOR ON BARBADOS WITH CONCURRENT RESPONSIBILITIES IN

THE LESSER ANTILLES IN AN EFFORT BY SEOUL TO UPGRADE ITS
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ATTENTION TO THE CARIBBEAN MINI-STATES.  THIS WILL BE

TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE PRESENTATION TO THE GOB OF A

GIFT OF MECHANIZED FARM TILLERS WHICH ARE BEING SHIPPED

FROM KOREA.

 

4.  RO REPORTED THAT WHILE HE WAS IN BARBADOS RECENTLY THE

NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR RESIDENT IN GUYANA HAD PASSED
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THROUGH BRIDGETOWN AND PROCEEDED TO DOMINICA, WHERE HE HAD

ALLEGEDLY CONCLUDED AN AGREEMENT FOR NORTH KOREA TO

RESTORE THE ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM WIPED OUT BY

HURRICANE DAVID.  RO MARVELLED AT THE FINANCIAL COMMITMENT

THE NORTH KOREANS ARE MAKING IN THE AREA.

5.  THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL NOTED REGRETFULLY THAT IT

STILL SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE TO HAVE ANY NORMAL CONTACT WITH

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, EVEN THOUGH ROK DIALOGUE EVEN WITH

MANY COMMUNIST COUNTRIES HAD BEEN IMPROVING.

 

6.  FOR CARIBBEAN POSTS.  WE WOULD APPRECIATE REPORTING ON

NORTH KOREAN ACTIVITY IN THE AREA AS INFORMATION BECOMES

AVAILABLE.   CHRISTOPHER
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